APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

WEATHER & TEMPERATURE                                      ENSURING THE SURFACE IS SOUND

If working outdoors, choose a warm, dry day with little wind.

Adhesion is only ever as good as the underlying surface.

The air & application surface must not be under 10 deg.C

Ensure that any paint & varnish is sound, & not flaking or 
The adhesive will not work properly below this temperature,

Chalking.

But equally, in very hot weather, will stick very quickly.

Do not apply to very freshly painted/varnished surfaces, as

PREPARATION OF SURFACE


not only is there a possibility of unevaporated solvents affecting 
Clean HARD surfaces, INFLATABLES and NON-POROUS

adhesion, but the application tape may lift the uncured paint.

surfaces very thoroughly with hot, soapy water, rinse & wipe 

Surfaces must be absolutely clean, dry, free from dust, wax, 

over with METHYLATED or SURGICAL SPIRIT (NOT white
silcone, grease & fingerprints.

spirit or paint thinners).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------There are 2 methods of application, DRY, (preferred) and WET
1/ DRY (HINGE) METHOD

ITEMS ON APPLICATION TAPE

The wording, or graphic is sandwiched between a translucent paper face film (the application tape), and a thick paper backing.

1/ Apply 3 strips of MASKING TAPE (not supplied) vertically at the top edge, at both ends and centre, half off paper edge, to form 3 ‘hinges’. 

2/ Apply the graphic to the application surface, roughly in the position required. Do NOT fix the centre piece of masking tape to the application surface.
3/ If applying writing, find 2 letters/numbers, one at each end, which have a flat bottom, or 2 with rounded bottoms (these generally are lower than flat letters) to use to measure off. Measure one end, if at the correct level, measure the other end. With only the 1st end fixed by the strip of masking tape, adjust the 2nd end to the level required, and fix the tape strip firmly. Fix the centre tape strip. Make sure all the strips are crease-free.

4/ Flip the writing upside down still attached by tape strips, so the backing paper is facing you. Carefully peel back the paper off the writing, rolling it back on itself, so your hand is pushing onto the unpeeled surface. Ensure no lettering is lifted off, if so, roll paper forward again, & roll back whilst pressing on the lettering.

5/ When all backing paper is off, lift the whole thing CAREFULLY out, keeping the masking tape strips straight, and down into position. 

DO NOT PRESS DOWN.

6/ Using the APPLICATOR (supplied) run it through the centre, top to bottom. Then carefully lift one side right off the surface, back to the middle. Using the applicator, ‘wipe’ the lettering firmly, ensuring you do not crease the application tape, or the lettering will not be straight. Repeat with the other side, and then use the applicator edge to ensure all lettering is laid firmly & to expel air bubbles.

7/ Remove application tape, starting at one corner, and roll back on itself, as you did with the backing paper. If any letters lift, lay the tape back & rub with applicator firmly.

Sometimes air gets trapped behind a letter-this often goes away on it’s own, but if not, pierce the centre with a pin, and rub the air towards the pinhole carefully-the mark rarely shows.

ITEMS WITHOUT APPLICATION TAPE

Bend back, and crease an inch or so of the backing from one of the edges. Stick that edge in position, then progressively peel the remainder of the backing, smoothing the decal as you go, to expel air.

2/WET METHOD

This method will only work on smooth, flat sealed surfaces.

1/ Remove the backing paper from the graphic/writing. 

2/ Spray the sticky side of the graphic with a mix of water with a TINY drop of washing up liquid. This neutralises the adhesive for a while, to allow it to be moved around until in place.

3/ ONLY when you are sure it is correctly positioned should you smooth down firmly, with the applicator held at a shallow angle, working from the centre out, forcing the liquid out.

4/ When applied, leave the graphic for about 4 hours before removing the application tape by rolling it back on itself, being careful not to lift any of the graphic.

5/ Rub over the graphic after 24 hours to ensure all air & water is expelled. 

Graphics applied by this method take longer to cure down fully.

